Crisis Leadership Team Statement on Future of the ISO Voting Results

March 30, 2019

Dear comrades,
 
Attached are the final results of the vote on the future of the ISO, collected from Sunday, March 24 to Friday, March 30, following the organization-wide conference call on Sunday, which was attended by an estimated 400 comrades.  The voting committee (Doug S, Elizabeth W-F, Phil G, and Jessie M) have also included data on the vote that was taken before Sunday to determine how/if voting should happen, as well as data from Derek W.’s “meta proposal” to delay the vote. 

What follows is our assessment and summary of the voting results and next steps followed by a comment on the “meta-proposal”.

Assessment of voting
 
With 474 ISO and eligible ex-ISO comrades participating in the voting, we on the CL feel we have a clear direction to plan next steps.  Highlights of the voting results include overwhelming support for:
· the planned dissolution of the ISO (@13 received 55%)
· the empowering of the current Crisis Leadership (CL) team and direction on how to rebuild it (@14, @22, @25)
· clear directions on centering survivors, fighting sexual assault, and reckoning with marginalized and discriminatory practices (@10, @16, @18)
· the winding down of SW along with the ISO (@21) as well as post-SW plans (@23)
· building the S19 conference (@2) and regional meetups (@5)
 
We link the language of proposals here for reference purposes.  We especially thank Doug S. and Elizabeth W-F for the tremendous work they did in organizing all of this for us.  

Next Steps

We will be working on next steps but also pacing ourselves as well.  We plan on having a CL Team conference call this week on Tuesday or Wednesday evening, to which comrades will be able to listen in.  Following that call we hope to have a public statement that will be published in SW and shared with our collaborators and others on the left.
 
We encourage all to participate Monday evening on the NBC call focused on ‘Building a Trans Inclusive Organization’ .


Monday, 4/1 @ 8:30PM EST
 
https://zoom.us/j/404547203
 
One tap mobile
[bookmark: _GoBack]+19292056099,,404547203#
+16699006833,,404547203#
 
Dial by your location
    	+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
    	+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 404 547 203

We also strongly encourage comrades to assess these results with comrades locally, to reach out to the CL Team directly (ISOmembercommunications@gmail.com) and/or to post on the Socialism From Below listserv (request access at https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/socialismfrombelow)

Above all we urge comrades to take time for themselves.  We have been dealt with a shocking, enraging, mortifying situation, and we are trying our best to keep strong and remain principled.  We can do it, but it will take time to process, to rebuild trust, and to move ahead.
 
Comment on the meta-proposal
 
On Thursday, Derek W put forward a meta-proposal to delay the vote on the future of the ISO and asked people to vote on it. A majority of people who voted on the meta-proposal wanted to delay the vote (97 out of 163 voting), but this is fewer than the number of people who had voted last weekend to make a decision this week (213 in favor of ending the vote last Sunday or this past Friday out of 295 voting).
 
We are very sympathetic to the desire to have more time to consider these questions, and are mindful that the speed of the process and the volume of discussions this past week may have limited comrades’ participation for a variety of reasons (including but not limited to work and family responsibilities, disability, and pure anguish over the crisis itself).  At the same time, we also understand the desire among many people to conclude this crisis sooner rather than later so we can move on to the many tasks ahead of us. Since more people voted to resolve these questions now than voted to delay the decision, we feel we must maintain the decision reached last weekend.
 
We hope that these votes will allow us to move forward with the many tasks that need to be taken up now, and that we will be able to salvage what was best in the ISO and work with one another and with other revolutionaries to strengthen the revolutionary left in this crucial political moment.
 
In solidarity,
Crisis Leadership Team
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