[bookmark: _GoBack]from a comrade in the Western MA branch of the ISO, finished the morning of March 16

The following is my own synthesis derived from documents the current national leadership has distributed in the last couple days, certain documents that have been leaked around, my own (limited) experience in the ISO, and from some digging into old internal documents that I have done.

First, the (2019) ISO Steering Committee’s letter to the membership: https://socialistworker.org/2019/03/15/letter-to-the-iso-membership

Who is on Steering Committee (SC) and who is not, compared to past SCs:
—Paul D’Amato, Elizabeth Schulte, Lance Selfa, Ahmed Shawki, Sharon Smith, and Lee Sustar were the 6 members of the 2018 SC who made up the arch-conservative "SC Minority" trying to resist the SC Majority's decision to essentially join with and encourage the surge of reform movements among the general membership. None of these 6 were elected to the new (2019) SC, and many of the SC Majority who ran for re-election were also not re-elected.
—There were (past tense, because they have been removed from voting positions) only three members of the new SC who were on the 2013 SC—Alan Maass, who has been the most forthcoming and cooperative of all the SC old guard, Joel Geier who has been implicated as potentially one of the guiltiest of the crimes of 2013, and Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor who suspiciously resigned the day the Former Member's letter came out.

The 2019 SC—this was the first year that the national leadership was elected as individual members (via a complicated set of procedures designed to protect against strategic manipulation—that I didn’t fully understand but, when presented very clearly at Convention, made sense) instead of as a “slate” of ~14-23 members proposed by the outgoing SC, a system which had long rendered the SC into what some have described as a “self-replicating body”: ("SC Majority" is the 2019 platform of the SC Majority, while "Independence and Struggle" and "Socialist Tide, Revolutionary Current" are platforms built over the course of 2018 by members outside of national leadership)

	Name
	SC Experience
	2019 Platform

	Akua G
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Alex S
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Dana B
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Fermin V
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Hadas T
	first time on SC
	Socialist Tide, Revolutionary Current

	Haley P
	2016-present
	SC Majority

	Jen R
	2014-present
	SC Majority

	Julian G
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Khury P-S
	2016-present
	SC Majority

	Mukund R
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Natalia T
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Pranav J
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Ragina J
	2014-present
	SC Majority

	Sean L
	first time on SC
	Independence and Struggle

	Sumaya A
	first time on SC
	Socialist Tide, Revolutionary Current

	Todd C
	2014-present
	SC Majority

	Zach Z
	first time on SC
	Socialist Tide, Revolutionary Current



	Alan M (leadership positions suspended)
	on SC for God knows how many years
	SC Majority

	Joel G (membership suspended)
	on SC for God knows how many years
	SC Majority

	Keeanga-Yamahtta T (resigned)
	on SC for 6 years in the past (exact years?) but not the last few years
	? candidacy submitted last-minute, don’t know where to find statement

	Joe Richards (expelled)
	first time on SC
	cynically ran on Independence and Struggle



Who was on the 2013 SC:
Nicole Colson
Paul D’Amato
Joel Geier
Shaun Harkin
Alan Maass
Marlene Martin
Bill Roberts
Eric Ruder
Elizabeth Schulte
Lance Selfa
Ahmed Shawki
Sharon Smith
Lee Sustar
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor

—Obviously the disgraced "SC Minority" old guard of six is in there—Paul D, Elizabeth S, Lance S, Ahmed S, Sharon S, Lee S.
—There are three members I personally have never heard of—Shaun H, Marlene M, Bill R. According to another member of my branch, Shaun H is no longer a member and currently lives in Ireland. And I found in 2019 pre-Convention bulletin that Bill R was in the original Left Faction of the IS that split and formed the ISO in 1977 (i.e. Bill R is among the oldest of the old guard), and is/was on the current Finances Committee working to set up the new dues system.
—Then there are the two younger members—Nicole C and Eric R, the former of whom has resigned and left her job with Socialist Worker.
—Then there are longtime SC members Alan M and Joel G, the former of whom has accused the latter of largely leading the SC's interference in the Joe R case.
—Then there is Keeanga, who suspiciously resigned the day the Former Member's letter came out.

Suspensions and expulsions:
—All the members of the 2013 SC have had their leadership positions of any kind suspended.
—The 2013 rapist** (Joe Richards from NYC—it has been verified that the disciplinary committee that investigated him unanimously found him guilty) who was protected by the SC's interference in and coverup of the case has been expelled.
—A member of the new National Committee (NC), Charles P from Chicago, who stood by and advocated for Joe R throughout the investigation of the crime, has had his membership suspended.
—Joel Geier, Ahmed Shawki, and Sharon Smith have had their membership suspended. Joel has been accused of belligerently advocating for Joe R and refusing to accept the disciplinary committee’s decision, Ahmed has been accused of strongly supporting the coverup of the SC’s mishandling of the case to preserve the organization’s stability, and Sharon has been identified as the member of the SC who played a facilitative role in the Joe R case (and, ominously, single-handedly informally handled all ISO disciplinary cases for decades).
—Nicole Colson, who was assigned as a voting member of the disciplinary committee investigating Joe R, was, according to Alan Maass, bullied by the 2013 SC into bullying the disciplinary committee to not expel Joe R; again according to Alan, she has resigned and left her job with Socialist Worker out of sheer trauma.
—There was some sentiment (among the current SC, NC, NBC Ad-Hoc Committee, #MeToo Commission, and Survivors' Caucus that jointly convened the evening/night of March 14) that the entire 2013 SC should have their membership suspended. But it was decided that wasn't entirely possible considering the many levers within Socialist Worker, the National Office, etc. that several of those members still have their hands on. But I assume there will be more membership suspensions in the next week or so as formal investigations begin and those members are transitioned out of organizational responsibilities as rapidly as possible.

**there was also a 2013 sexual assault case in San Diego that resulted in (an?) expulsion(s?); I don’t know any details yet other than that this case was not covered up in the same way as the Joe R case
